
RSVP and learn s’more at 
GrandCentralParkTX.comAPRIL 22   10AM to  5PM

J A M B O R E E
GRAND OPENING

SATURDAY

GEAR UP FOR A
GRAND NEW ADVENTURE!

CANTEEN BAR and

CAMPCuisineand
Register to win

A JEEP TOUR TRIP
 FABULOUS SEDONAto

JEEP 
 SHOWCASE

9 MODEL HOMES
Tour

A Johnson Dev elopment Com munit y

from BUILDERS7

CHAMBER FYI

STARTING from the $290s

IN THIS ISSUE
02

MARCH 2017
get connected  stay connected

Chamber February Calendar of Events

11
05
04 Leadership Montgomery County Class 2017 Session

Nonprofit Highlight: Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary

January 2017 New Members and Renewals

VOL. I ISSUE III

page 6

get connected on social
New homes now 
ready for move-in 
at Grand Central 
Park.

Grand Central Park

Conroe 
Lake Conroe
Chamber



2  Get Connected. Stay Connected.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Matt Davis, Conroe Regional Medical Center, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
George Waggoner, First National Bank Texas, CHAIRMAN ELECT 
Elizabeth Hosea, Elizabeth A. Hosea, CPA, TREASURER
Dione Booker, Gold’s Gym, VICE CHAIR MEMBERSHIP DEV.
Brent Wunderlich, McKesson, VICE CHAIR GOVT. AFFAIRS/COMMUNITY DEV.
Guy Barker, First Financial Bank, VICE CHAIR SPECIAL EVENTS
Mark Stevens, Gullo Ford, VICE CHAIR BUSINESS DEV.  
Hector Forestier, City of Willis, IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRMAN
Brian Bondy, President, CONROE/LAKE CONROE CHAMBER

THREE YEAR TERM (2017-19) 
Denny Buckalew, Buckalew Chevrolet
George Waggoner, First National Bank Texas
Cody Spence, All Star Catering Co.
Roger Goertz, Mr. Rooter Plumbing
Denise Godkin, Amegy Bank
Rick Schissler, Silver Fox Advisor
Sergio Martinez, Sergio’s Landscaping
Virgil Yoakum, Grand Cenral Park

TWO YEAR TERM (2017-18)
Adrienne Batchelor, Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital
Dione Booker, Gold’s Gym
Gina Brown, That Guy Enterprises
Matt Davis, Conroe Regional Medical Center
Elizabeth Hosea, Elizabeth A. Hosea CPA
Sinem Mehterian, Wells Fargo Bank
Ron Roberson, Caldwell Companies
Randie St. Angelo, Better Bookkeepers, Inc

ONE YEAR TERM (2017) 
Hector Forestier, City of Willis
John Hamati, La Torretta Lake Resort & Spa
Gail Cain, Keller Williams Realty
Patricia Brown, Woodforest National Bank
Mark Stevens, Gullo Dealerships
Vic Tarasik
Kelly Wortham, Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital
Brent Wunderlich, McKesson

ONE YEAR APPOINTED TERM (2017)
Guy Barker, First Financial Bank
Meredith Brown, Community Impact News
Natalie O’Leary, Corporate Incentives, Inc.
Sheila Taylor, Consolidated Communications, Inc.
John Stacy, AdviCoach

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS 
Monica Bomkamp-Enia, Education for Tomorrow Alliance 
Don Carpenter, Jr., The Lone Star Convention & Expo Center
Honorable Craig Doyal, Montgomery County Judge 
Becky Duncan-Ramirez, Lone Star College - University Center
Hector Forestier, City of Willis 
Tim Harkrider, Willis Independent School District
Frank R. Holmes, Sam Houston State University
Jace Houston, San Jacinto River Authority
Randy Johnson, Montgomery County Hospital District
Kathy Turner Jones, Lone Star Ground Water Conservation District
Jerry MacDonald, The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
Honorable Webb Melder, City of Conroe
Honorable Leonard Reed, City of Willis
Dr. Beau Rees, Montgomery Independent School District
Sarah Rhea, Leadership Montgomery County
Lynn Scott, City of Panorama Village 
Greg Smith, City of Shenandoah
Scott Smith, Lone Star Executive Airport
Dr. Don Stockton, Conroe Independent School District 
Paul Virgadamo, City of Conroe
Fred Welch, Greater Conroe Economic Development Council

CHAMBER STAFF
Brian Bondy, President
Rodney Anderson, Director of Membership Development
Courtney Galle, Director of Special Events
April Jackson, Director of Marketing
Kellie Mazzilli, Director of Finance and Operations
Melissa Cuarezma, Member & Guest Services

board of directors

The Chamber FYI is a publication of the Conroe/Lake Conroe  Chamber of Commerce located 
at 505 W Davis, PO Box 2347, Conroe, TX 77305. Published monthly it is intended as a public 
service to Chamber members.  No part may be reprinted without  permission of the Chamber. 
Ads in the Chamber FYI are not endorsed by the Chamber. The Chamber reserves the right 
to refuse advertisements. The Chamber FYI is viewable online at www.conroe.org. For more 
information on advertising in the Chamber FYI please call (936) 756-6644.

calendar 
of 
events

march
07

Chamber Chat
11 AM 

Listen online at 
www.irlonestar.com 

or tune into FM 
104.5/106.1

Montgomery County 
Day at the Capitol

6 AM
Visit Chamber 

calendar for details.

02
Mobility Committee

11:30 AM 
Conroe Regional 
Medical Center

RSVP with Brian Bondy 
to attend.

08

Education Committee
1:30 PM

The Chamber
All members welcome!

09
Morning Mingle

7:30 AM 
Conroe's Incredible

Pizza Company
Register Online

16

Fun After Five
5:05 PM

Grand Central Park
RSVP Online

Tastefest Committee
9:30 AM

The Chamber
All members welcome!

For more information and to register for events go to 
WWW.CONROE.ORG and visit the chamber calendar.

need more info?

Next Generation
Leadership

11 AM
The Chamber

23

Membership 
Luncheon
11:30 AM

North Montgomery 
County Community 

Center
Register Online

Workforce 
Development

7:45 AM 
The Chamber

All members welcome!

30
Roundtable 

Informational
 Meeting

12 PM 
The Chamber
RSVP Online

SMALL BUSINESS
ROUNDTABLE

Presented by Silver Fox

Conroe/Lake Conroe ChamberConroe/Lake Conroe Chamber

BUSINESS
ROUNDTABLE

Roundtable Informational Meeting

Come find out what it is all about!
March 30 12 PM 

The Chamber
The Chamber is looking to form a business roundtable.

RSVP online or contact Courtney Galle at 
courtneyg@conroe.org or call 936.538.7111.
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A huge thank you to everyone who participated in and attended Montgomery County 
Day at the Capitol.  By going to Austin, our business community has the ability to help our 
elected officials understand what is important in their world.

As a general rule, the bread and butter issues for most chambers of commerce (including 
Conroe/Lake Conroe) are economic development, transportation, education and 
increasingly health care. Yes, there are a myriad of other issues that crisscross through our 
organizations, but generally speaking, these three represent a significant amount of time, 
interest and attention.

Economic Development…Conroe is fortunate to have the Greater Conroe Economic 
Development Council and C.I.D.C. working on attracting and keeping businesses in our 
area.  Keeping economic development programs that help our communities recruit, retain 
and help expand business is good for our economy and it creates a more diverse tax base.

Transportation…Even as Montgomery County ranks as the 7th fastest growing county in 
the US, we’re feeling the ongoing effects of a northern population movement.  Access 
to and from are key issues that are on the minds of business leaders everyday…not 
just during the Legislative Session.  Without business’ voice, roads may not get built 
that are needed to provide additional economic development.  We believe that local 
transportation programs are critical to the continuing growth of the Conroe/Lake Conroe 
area.

Education…as Conroe I.S.D. and Willis I.S.D. continue to see significant increases in student 
population, we are also looking at future workforce trends.  Allowing our school districts 
to craft curriculum that addresses our business’ needs for quality employees is crucial 
to our growth and success.  The Career & Technical Education programs at both school 
districts have already made an impact in the lives of their students, and we’d like to see 
more of that in the years ahead.  Having partners like Lone Star College and Sam Houston 
State University provides added value for our population to advance their education and 
make them more valuable in the workplace.

Health Care…if you are a small, medium or large corporation, your bottom line is affected 
by health care costs.  As health care providers continue to adapt to changes in the 
marketplace, deal with government programs and at the same time, provide higher levels 
of care, they need access to significant numbers of doctors, nurses and paraprofessionals.  
It is critical for them to hire this talent now to service future needs.

The Conroe/Lake Conroe Chamber of Commerce is striving to become the premier 
business organization in our area.  Strong leadership, fiscal responsibility and responsive 
programming…three great reasons to be a part of the Conroe/Lake Conroe Chamber of 
Commerce.

Brian J. Bondy
President

notes from the 
president's desk

platinum investors

emerald investors

Primrose School
of Conroe

The Leader in Educational Child Care®
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The latest issues and 
accomplishments in infrastructure 
in Montgomery County were 
recently presented to the 
Leadership Montgomery County 
(LMC) Class of 2017 during their 
Infrastructure Session. 

From water conservation and 
wastewater treatment to electricity and roads, the Infrastructure 
Session, sponsored by Entergy Texas, showed a deeper look into 
the inner workings of the county to the class.

LMC Board Member Erich Peterson of Jones & Carter served 
as the session director, which was held at the San Jacinto 
River Authority in Conroe. The day began with an overview of 
infrastructure from Peterson along with Virgil Yoakum of Johnson 
Development Company.

Paul Nelson of the Lone Star Groundwater Conservation District 
then spoke to the class about water regulations in Montgomery 
County. San Jacinto River Authority General Manager Jace 
Houston covered the San Jacinto River Authority (SJRA) and its 
role in the county.

After a tour of the Lake Conroe Dam, the class heard from Allen 
East of Entergy Texas about the electricity infrastructure in the 
county and the region followed by Scott Taylor, director of public 
works for the City of Conroe, who presented the public works 
perspective. 

2017 leadership 
montgomery 
county

The class then visited the San Jacinto River Authority surface 
water treatment plant for a tour and presentation by Mark Smith, 
division manager of the SJRA GRP Division. The class ended the 
day with a tour of the City of Conroe’s wastewater treatment 
plant. 

“The infrastructure day was extremely interesting,” said class 
member Kerrie Guerrero, vice president/chief nursing officer of 
Houston Methodist The Woodlands Hospital. “We not only learned 
what basic infrastructure is and how it works, we also learned 
about the San Jacinto River Authority, which was created for the 
purpose of developing, conserving, and protecting the water 
resources of the San Jacinto River basin. One of my favorite 
parts of the day was the tour of the Lake Conroe Dam. I grew up 
spending my weekends on Lake Conroe and so it was fascinating 
to see the dam gates open and the incredible amount of water 
that it releases. I feel extremely fortunate to be a part of LMC, 
which has provided me the opportunity to get a firsthand look at 
how the infrastructure of Montgomery County works.”

Leadership Montgomery County (LMC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, dedicated to cultivating the future leaders 
of Montgomery County. The mission of LMC is to prepare 
emerging and existing leaders to understand local issues, grow 
their leadership skills and connect with others to better serve 
Montgomery County.

The Conroe/Lake Conroe Chamber of Commerce, The 
Woodlands Area Chamber of Commerce, the Greater Magnolia 
Parkway Chamber of Commerce, the Greater East Montgomery 
County Chamber, and the Montgomery County Hispanic 
Chamber are all partner Chambers in the LMC program. 
Participants are chosen by application process in June of each 
year. 

For more information about Leadership Montgomery County, 
please visit LMCTX.org.
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SAINT FRANCIS WOLF SANCTUARY
A single wolf howl sounds in the 
peaceful early morning at the 
sanctuary in Montgomery, Texas, 
where Mystery welcomes the day. 
Soon she is joined by the rest of the 
wolves and wolfdogs who call Saint 
Francis Wolf Sanctuary (SFWS) their 
home. It is a haunting and beautiful 
sound. SFWS was started in October 
2002 by Jean LeFevre who has 
spent much of her life devoted to 

human and animal welfare, in order to rescue Mystery, who had 
escaped from another sanctuary and been shot and caught in 
a leg trap. Now nearly 18 years old, Mystery remains the heart 
and soul of the sanctuary whose mission is to rescue wolves 
and wolfdogs and provide them with a loving and permanent 
home. It is currently home to 12 animals rescued from the exotic 
pet trade and roadside zoos. Captive-born and habituated to 
humans, none of the sanctuary’s animals can be released to the 
wild. SFWS’s mission includes educating the public about wolves 
and wolfdogs and why wild animals don’t make good pets.

SFWS is the only sanctuary of its kind in the 
state of Texas and receives an average 
of three to five requests a week for help 
rescuing an animal. Over its 14 year history, 
SFWS has rescued 34 animals, but there are 
always more animals needing placement. 
SFWS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit which operates 
completely through donations and is run 
mostly by volunteers, with one paid staff 
member.

Public tours are offered daily by 
appointment, except Mondays and Fridays. 
There also are private VIP tours which 
provide individuals or small groups with a 
more personal experience and a closer view of the animals.

Wolves are always born in the Spring, so the sanctuary holds 
an annual “Birthday Party for the Wolves” open house event, 
Saturday, April 8 from 11am-5 pm. No reservations required. 
There will be great food, music, activities for kids, informational 
programs about wolves as well as a chance to see the animals 
open their birthday presents!

Currently SFWS leases the sanctuary land from Ms. LeFevre, who 
founded and ran the sanctuary for many years on her beautiful 
Montgomery property. In the next few years the sanctuary will be 
moving to a new home hoping to stay in Montgomery County 
near or in the Montgomery/Conroe area. 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT SFWS:
• Donate online or by check (Saint Francis Wolf Sanctuary,
PO Box 877, Montgomery, TX 77356)
• Visit the sanctuary to see our animals and learn more about 
wolves and wolfdogs and the work we do. Tours can be 
scheduled from our website.
• Sponsor an individual animal or the pack 
• Donate items from our Amazon wish list 
• Make a purchase from our online store at 
www.etsy.com/shop/SFWS.
• Join our volunteer team or board of directors.

For more information visit
www.wolvesofsaintfrancis.org. 
SFWS can also be found on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/saintfranciswolfsanctuary 
and Instagram at @saintfranciswolfsanctuary

making a difference
a nonprofit highlight

   Ribbon  Cuttings & 
   Ground Breakings

Jason's Deli  1400 N Loop 336 W, Conroe, TX 77304

Realty ONE Group, Experience
2400 FM 1488, Ste 150, Conroe, TX 77384

ICOTEX Industrial Components of Texas

West Creek Apartments
2211 Montgomery Park Blvd, Conroe, TX 77304

Lone Star College-Conroe Center New Workforce 
Training Facility
777 Conroe Park North Dr, Conroe, TX 77303
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grand central park
Grand Central Park has been attracting 
buyers by the score, drawn by the 
master-planned community’s Conroe 
location, as well as its synergistic promise 
of peaceful living and well-planned urban 
amenities.   

Due to celebrate its grand opening 
next month, the 2,046-acre project of 
Johnson Development Corp has attracted 
attention since its inception with a master 
plan that calls for a significant portion 
of the development’s nature areas to 
remain intact, unique home designs 
priced from the $290,000s and a planned 
700,000-square-foot retail center. 

Grand Central Park’s prime location along 
Interstate 45 is another draw, allowing 
residents to easily access shopping, 
entertainment and employment in The 
Woodlands, just five miles away, as well as 
nearby airports and highly rated medical 
facilities.

“People were buying homes before our 
builders had finished constructing their 
models,” said Virgil Yoakum, general 
manager of Grand Central Park. “I think 
what attracts people is the idea that they 
don’t have to sacrifice anything. They can 
have the home in natural surroundings 
without giving up the retail, dining and 
entertainment opportunities that are part 
of big-city living.”

BEAUTIFUL HOMES, WELL-KNOW BUILDERS
Grand Central Park’s cadre of elite 
builders has completed nine model 
homes, providing potential homebuyers 
with a glimpse of the lifestyle that can be 
theirs. The designs — many of which are 
new to Montgomery County — include 
luxury patio homes, townhomes and 
single-family homes.  

“Our builders have really outdone 
themselves,” Yoakum said. “They have 
tailored their plans to meet Grand Central 
Park’s unique aesthetic and are bringing 
something truly different to Montgomery 
County,”

David Weekley Homes has selected 
15 floor plan options priced from the 
$290,000s. The single-family designs range 
from 2,087 to 3,399 square feet. Plans offer 
studies, formal dining rooms and owners’ 
retreats.

Coventry Homes is offering luxury two-story 
townhomes in Grand Central Park that 
are priced from the $350,000s and range 
from 2,823 to 3,099 square feet. Two-car 
garages and island kitchens are standard, 
with options for a game room, media 
room and covered balcony available.

Darling Homes has selected designs from 
its Signature Patio Collection to offer to 
Grand Central Park buyers, with one-story 
and three-bedroom plans available. 
Pricing is from the $370,000s and families 
can choose options that include wine 
storage, an outdoor fireplace and a three-
car garage.

Houston homebuilder Perry Homes is 
offering luxury single-family homes with up 
to five bedrooms and 3,500 square feet of 
living space. The open-concept designs 
include spacious family rooms, island 
kitchens and a convenient mud room. 
Pricing starts in the $315,000s.

Drees Custom Homes has a roster of 
prestigious floor plans priced from the 
$410,000s in Grand Central Park, including 
some making their Houston debut. Several 
of the designs are one-story and each 
plan emphasizes outdoor living. Buyers 
also will have the option of a painted brick 
exterior.

Village Builders is offering their stunning 
Vintage Villas collection of luxury 
townhomes. Priced from the $290,000s, 
the Vintage Villas boast luxury features 
and functional design elements such as a 
large, open chef's kitchen, spacious family 
rooms, covered patios and balconies and 
generous master suites. 

Jaeger Homes is offering feature-rich 
one-story plans priced from the $430,000s. 

Ranging from 3,415 – 3,680 square feet, 
the homes include a permanent interior 
staircase leading to a Texas basement 
storage space, dramatic master suites and 
oversized two or three-car garages. Plus, 
most of its homesites are located on one 
of the community’s prized cul-de-sacs. 

In addition to made-to-order homes, 
Grand Central Park builders have 
a number of homes available that 
buyers can move into immediately. 
Interested buyers can check with sales 
representatives at the model homes, 
which are open daily. Incentives also may 
be available.

NATURAL WOODED BEAUTY
Natural amenities abound in Grand 
Central Park, making each step outside 
the front door an adventure. Residents 
will have access to miles of hiking trails 
through heavily wooded expanses. Two 
lakes — 88-acre Grand Lake and 12-acre 
Deer Lake — will offer dramatic backdrops 
for picnicking and relaxing. Numerous 
green spaces offer children and adults 
opportunities to explore nature and 
observe wildlife.

Complementing the natural amenities 
already in place, will be numerous parks 

Offers Captivating Mix of Natural and Urban Amenities
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interconnected by walking paths and trails. The first of which, 
Trillium Park, will be open for picnics this summer. 

Designed to take advantage of the community’s natural 
surroundings and named after the perennial flowering plants, 
Trillium Park will feature a babbling brook leading to a covered 
pavilion outfitted with picnic tables. Trails will meander through 
the park, which will be within walking distance of several 
neighborhoods. 

“Trillium is just the first of many parks we have planned,” Yoakum 
said. “We expect them to become 
popular gathering spots where families 
can play Frisbee, walk their dogs or just 
relax beneath the shade of old-growth 
trees.”

Humans won’t be the only beneficiaries 
of Grand Central Parks green spaces. 
Henry’s Home, a sanctuary for rescued 
horses, occupies two acres along the 
north side of Grand Lake. The new 
property allows for volunteers and 
supporters over the age of 18 to care 
for about 10 horses after enrolling 
in a training program and basic 
horsemanship classes conducted by 
professional teachers. Therapy for 
veterans also is offered.

Outside Grand Central Park, residents 
can enjoy the roster of waterfront activities to be found at nearby 
Lake Conroe. Extending 21 miles in length and covering 21,000 
surface acres, Lake Conroe is the premier destination for fishing, 
boating, water skiing, and swimming.

EVERYDAY CONVENIENCES WITHIN, URBAN ACTIVITIES WITHOUT
Grand Central Park offers more than beautiful surroundings. The 
mixed-use development intends to be more than a residential 
neighborhood.

“Our vision for Grand Central Park includes providing the same 
amenities individuals are used to seeing in urban areas,” said 
Yoakum. “First up is a new 700,000-square-foot mixed-use retail 
center — 336 Marketplace — that will become a main shopping 
attraction for our residents.”

The center will be located along Loop 336 
and is expected to include a signature 
grocery store, several big box stores and 
other conveniences.

Also among the preliminary plans for 
Grand Central Park is a business center 
along Interstate 45 complete with offices, 
a corporate campus and space for higher 
education facilities. 

Dining, shopping and entertainment 
opportunities outside the community 
include historic downtown Conroe and 
The Woodlands, which is just five miles from 
Grand Central Park. 
“Our residents aren’t going to lack for 
entertainment options,” said Yoakum. “The 
Woodlands incorporates one of the best 
outdoor performance venues in the world, 

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion. There’s also The Woodlands 
Mall and Market Street at The Woodlands.”

Historic Conroe has a number of new shopping and dining 
venues, as well as the restored Crighton Theater, built in 1934 

1654 I-45 NORTH • CONROE, TX            WWW.WIESNERAUTO.COM 

45th Anniversary
Wiesner Auto Group since 1972

C E L E B R A T I N G  O U R

1-888-633-5285TOLL 
FREELONE  

Community Radio
irlonestar.com/Conroe’s FM 104.5 & 106.1

STAR
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Thank you to the Assistance 
League of Montgomery County 
for hosting February's Fun After 
Five.

Join us this month on Thursday, 
March 16, at 5:05 pm at

Grand Central Park
210 Marble Garden Lane

Conroe, TX 77304

RSVP online and bring a door prize with you!

and modeled after the great Majestic Theatre in Houston. 
The Crighton Theatre remains the jewel and central focus of 
downtown. Today, it is a venue for live entertainment and theater 
productions and is within easy reach for an evening out.

Residents also will have access to some of the best medical care 
around. Right across Loop 336 from Grand Central Park is Conroe 
Regional Medical Center, giving residents easy and quick access 
to an HCA-affiliated hospital that offers 328 beds and more than 
400 on-staff physicians. 

Most recently, the facility has been named a Level II Trauma 
Center, and is one of only two hospitals in the Houston area to 
receive this designation. The trauma program is staffed around 
the clock by in-house trauma surgeons and specially trained 
trauma nurses.

One of Grand Central Park’s first homebuyers is a Registered 
Nurse at Conroe Regional Medical Center. Sally Sangil purchased 
a Perry Homes’ design and is now only a few minutes from her 
front door to the hospital.

“We want Grand Central Park to be more than just a place to 
sleep at the end of the day,” Yoakum said. “Ms. Sangril’s story 
illustrates how we want to be the type of community that is 
convenient to work and play.”

A GRAND OPENING FOR GRAND CENTRAL PARK
Although new homeowners like Sangril began moving into the 
new community last year, Grand Central Park is planning a grand 
opening celebration April 22. 

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the community will host a camping-
style jamboree. Visitors will be able to tour nine well-appointed 
model homes and participate in a number of camping-themed 
activities, including a rock climbing wall and a canteen bar. 
Smokey the Bear will be on hand, as will a variety of exotic 
animals. There will be backyard camping displays set up and a 
Jeep showcase. Participants can register to win a spectacular 
camping set up and a Jeep tour trip to Sedona, AZ.   

“The grand opening celebration is an opportunity to get to know 
us better,” Yoakum said. “It’s a way for people to come out, have 
fun and meet potential new neighbors. It’s also a way for people 
learn how to make Grand Central Park their new home.”

Grand Central Park is located along Interstate 45 and South Loop 
336 just five miles north of shopping, dining and employment 
centers in The Woodlands. Learn more about Grand Central Park 
and RSVP to attend the grand opening celebration at 
www.grandcentralparktx.com. 

  fun after five

The Conroe/Lake Conroe Chamber of Commerce 
is again putting together a Buyers Group for the 
Montgomery County Fair Association auction this year.  
Participation in the group is limited to members of the 
Chamber.

Our members know that the youth of Montgomery 
County are an important part of this community. 
Consequently, there has always been a lot of interest 
in supporting the auction, but many have not been 
able to do so because of the high cost of the items 
auctioned.  This is a way for all of our members to 
participate. 

 
ONLY THOSE MONIES DONATED SPECIFICALLY TO 

THE BUYERS GROUP ARE SPENT AT THE AUCTION.  NO 
GENERAL FUNDS FROM THE CHAMBER ARE USED.

Donations of $100 or more receive an invitation 
to the Buyer’s Party.

All donations must be received 
at the Chamber office (P.O. Box 2347, Conroe 77305) 

no later than March 31, 2017.

ALL DONATIONS WILL BE SPENT ON THE JUNIOR 
HOMEMAKING AND LIVESTOCK AUCTION DURING THE 

2017 MONTGOMERY COUNTY FAIR.

For more information, please call Courtney Galle, 
director of special events  

(936) 538-7111 | courtneyg@conroe.org.

Bid! Bid! Buy!
It's for a Good Cause!
Jr. Non Livestock Auction, April 3 at 7 p.m.
Jr. Livestock Auction, April 5 at 6:30 p.m.
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lone star college-conroe center

Lone Star College-Conroe Center opened 
its new, state-of-the-art workforce training 
expansion facility. The 11,055 square 
foot space will allow more than 1,000 
students to get the hands-on automotive, 
machining, and welding skills they need 
right in Conroe.

"Expanding capacity for workforce training 
helps more people prepare for rewarding 
careers," said Dr. Rebecca Riley, president 
at Lone Star College-Montgomery. "Our 
ongoing goal is to meet the needs of 
Montgomery County residents who want 
good jobs, as well as serve businesses 
demanding workers with the right skills and 
credentials." 

The machining facility allows students 
access to high-tech equipment called 
FANUC Controls to go along with its HAAS 

Controls providing more opportunities for 
applied training. 

“The Conroe community is growing and 
so is the demand for machining classes,” 
said Jonathan MacDonald, Machining 
Technology student and serving in the 
Army Reserves. “These machines will help 
get all our classwork in. Everybody will get 
the time they need and more instructor 
one-on-one guidance if they need it. The 
expansion has given me a better career 
outlook because I already know what I will 
be doing on the job.”

“Our students will be more versatile 
when they join the workforce,” added 
machining professor, Robb Radakovich. 
“Industry has asked our faculty at LSC-
Conroe Center to teach FANUC controls 
to our students and we can finally 

accommodate industry and make our 
students stand out by teaching this 
curriculum.”
 
The Welding Technology Program added 
23 new booths equipped with Lincoln 
350 Multi-Process Welders for advanced 
processes. The program also added a 
water-cooled TIG machine, a plasma-
cutting machine, and a large MIG 
machine.

“We build a lot of different things,” said 
Bobby Pecore, director of Welding 
Technology at LSC-Conroe Center. “We 
have a lot of fun. Now that there will be 
more room we can offer more classes and 
students can go through the curriculum 
faster.”

Expands workforce-training facilities
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All chamber members have the opportunity to 
advertise in the Chamber FYI. For pricing and 
deadline information visit WWW.CONROE.ORG 
and view our media kits in our Media Center 
under Marketing and Communications Guides.

interested in advertising?

connect with chamber staff.
Have a question for Chamber staff? 
Please feel free to reach out to us! 

You can always call 936.756.6644 and Melissa 
Cuarezma, member and guest services, will be 
happy to help. 

Want more information about your membership? 
Contact Rodney Anderson, director of membership 
development, 936.538.7114.

Questions about Special Events contact Courtney 
Galle, director of special events, 936.538.7111.

Advertising and publication information contact 
April Jackson, director of marketing, 936.538.7116.

Billing questions? Contact Kellie Mazzilli, director
of finance and operations, 936.538.7108.

The Automotive Technology 
Program added three additional 
lifts for a total of seven lifts, a 
new classroom, and a separate 
laboratory with equipment for 
transmission and engine courses, as 
we well as a covered outside work 
area. As the program grows the 
extra space will allow professors to 
teach a multitude of classes at the 
same time. 

“There will come a time where we will need to teach brakes 
three times a day and the expanded facility gives us the ability 
to do that,” emphasized William Williams, automotive technology 
program director. “I’m teaching engine repair and we have a 
brand new facility so we can bring a car in, pull the motor out, 
tear the motor down, fix it, put it back together and put it back 
in the car completely separate from other classes. It is a big 
improvement.”

For student Nathan Hertzberg, working toward a degree in 
Automotive Technology means opportunity. 

“Automotive technology is all hands on and for me, that is the 
only way I can actually learn,” Hertzberg said. “Put a book in front 
of me, I will not learn, put a tool in my hands and I’ll take apart a 
car, no problem.”

Lone Star College-Conroe Center brings affordable, accessible 
higher education to north Montgomery County. The center 
is a modern, comprehensive campus that provides a mix of 
academic transfer courses and corporate and workforce training 
programs. Whether it’s a jump-start toward a four-year degree or 
gaining the skills to land a real job in a meaningful career, LSC-
Conroe Center is here for the community. 

CONROE/LAKE CONROE CHAMBER'S 

PRESENTED BY
7th Annual

FOOD DRINK

Center
The Lone Starconventionat

MAY 11, 2016

5-8PMFROM

For more information and sponsorship 
opportunities contact Courtney Galle at 
courtneyg@conroe.org or call 936.538.7111.
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Conroe 
Lake Conroe
Chamber



   January 2017
        New Members

Business
Calyx Floral Company  
calyxfloralcompany.com

Commonwealth Mortgage of Texas, LP  
www.cmcmortgagetx.com

IAM Mowing 
  
MAT & Recycling
  
Melissa Hart - Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services/Anderson Properties  
melissahartrealtor.com

Physical Therapy Associates  
www.ptaclinic.com

SGT Paw's Pet Concierge Service  
www.sgtpawspcs.com

SWBC Mortgage
www.swbcmortgage.com

Nonprofit
Commemorative Air Force-Gulf Coast  
www.B17TexasRaiders.org

Individual
Tina Fox

Ruby
Carlomagno Surveying 
carlomagnosurveying.com

Wholesale Electric Supply Company of Houston, Inc.  
www.WholesaleElectric.com

Gold
Bright Pointe at Rivershire  
www.onpointe.com/location/brightpointe-at-rivershire

Classic Tops, LLC  
classic-tops.com

MBA Construction  
www.mbaconstruction.net

Silver
Junkin Gypsies Conroe  
www.junkingypsiesconroe.com

Topgolf-Spring  
www.topgolf.com

 January 2017
       Renewals

Emerald
Sooner Container, Inc. 
Member Since 2012

Ruby
Caldwell Companies 
Member Since 2016

CHI Baylor St. Luke's Emergency Center 
Member Since 2013

NOV Texas Oil Tools 
Member Since 2006

The Strong Firm PC
Member Since 2016

Gold
Walden Yacht Club 
Member Since 1993

Silver
Carriage Inn - Conroe 
Member Since 1998

Chick-Fil-A 
Member Since 2001

CIA-Kenny Speight Agency 
Member Since 1996

Edmonds Plumbing/Rooterman Plumbers 
Member Since 2012

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites 
Member Since 2005

MarineMax 
Member Since 2015

Russo's New York Pizzeria Conroe 
Member Since 2014

Taco Cabana
Member Since 2007

Business

Nonprofit
Child Advocates of Montgomery County, Inc. 
Member Since 1998

City of Montgomery
Member Since 1994

Friends Of Conroe
Member Since 1993

Lake Conroe Association
Member Since 2009

MODAERO NextGen Aviation Festival
Member Since 2016

Montgomery County Memorial Library
Member Since 1991

Montgomery County Women's Center
Member Since 1996

Sam Houston State University
Member Since 2011

The Ark Church
Member Since 1998

The Lone Star Convention & Expo Center
Member Since 1999

Voter Awareness Council Inc. 
Member Since 2015Upgraded to Silver

Rick Schissler-Silver Fox Advisor 
Member Since 2013

West Creek Apartment Homes
Member Since 2016

AAAA Discount Bail Bonds
Member Since 1999

Aspire Hospital
Member Since 2009

Bayside Printing Co. Inc.
Member Since 2011

Big Johnson Plumbing, Inc.
Member Since 2011

CH&P Management, LLC.
Member Since 2013

Chase Pest Control Inc.
Member Since 2001

CHASE Professionals 
Member Since 1992

Forensic Solutions, Inc.
Member Since 2011

Greenscape Innovations LLC
Member Since 2012

Houston Dumpsters Inc.
Member Since 2016

Keller Williams Realty Conroe/Lake Conroe/
Hunstville-Rui Martin Real Estate, LLC 
Member Since 1999

Preferred Mini Storage
Member Since 1995

Questco, Inc.
Member Since 1993

Rick Schissler-Silver Fox Advisor
Member Since 2013

Sam Houston Memorial Funeral Home
Member Since 2005

Schneringer Chiropractic
Member Since 2007

Simpson-Dabney, Inc. 
Member Since 1936

Southern Star Brewing
Member Since 2008

Southern Star Insurance Agency, Inc.
Member Since 1999

Texas - IBI Group
Member Since 2015

Business (continued)

Associate
Keller Williams Realty-Untermeyer
Member Since 1991

Texas Renaissance Festival
Member Since 2012

The Wright Agency
Member Since 2005

Trade Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
Member Since 1987

Weaver and Tidwell, LLC
Member Since 1961

Whataburger, LP
Member Since 2009



We Give You the Wright Tools for Your Business

Whether you need custom desk calendars, brochures, pocket folders or product 
displays, Wright’s Printing will provide you with the tools to impress your 

prospects and build your business. For 15 years, we have provided the Houston 
area with the highest quality commercial offset and digital custom printing, 

direct mail, fulfillment, and variable printing services. Call us and be successful.

281.367.6060 | 2407 TIMBERLOCH PL., STE. B, THE WOODLANDS, TX 77380 | WRIGHTSPRINTING.COM

COMMERCIAL OFFSET  |  COMMERCIAL DIGITAL  |  DIRECT MAIL/FULFILLMENT  |  VARIABLE PRINTING
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